Weekly Newsletter: Friday 7th June 2019
Dear Parents, Carers, and Families,
A big welcome back to all our students and families. We hope you had restful half-term break.

Equine Therapy
Learners in the Upper School journeyed to the royal stables in Hyde
Park for a session of equine therapy on Wednesday this week.

The stables work with a charity to invite students to ride and groom
horses and benefit from the intuitive bond that develops when
working with these intelligent animals.

Eid Mubarak
Mubarak to all those who marked the
end of Ramadan this week. We hope you enjoyed spending
time celebrating with family and friends and wish you well
in the year ahead.

Junior Sports Day: this Saturday
A reminder that this exciting event for young
people is taking place this Saturday 8th June
in Camden.
The junior Sports day is free and open to
young people with disabilities and their
families. It takes place from 11.30am to
3.30pm and there is a whole range of
exciting, accessible sports on offer from
adapted bikes, to trampolines, boccia and
and for more information please see the flyers at the end of this newsletter, or contact Ben Dorsett
on 020 7974 5892 or at Ben.Dorsett@camden.gov.uk

The event will also include information stalls where you find out about disability sport opportunities
and other disability services in Camden.
Come and join in the fun at Talacre community sports centre, NW5 3AF tomorrow from 11:30am.

International Evening
Our International Evening is getting closer with less than two weeks to go. Make sure you have the
date in your diary as we would love for as many families to come along and celebrate the
incredible diversity of our school community together.
The event will be taking place on
Wednesday June 19th between
4.00pm and 5.30pm. Our theme is
place in the same week and will
allow all sorts of opportunity for
musical creativity, performances and
sensory-sound fun.
As always we would love parents and families to be involved as much as possible, so if you have
suggestions or want to get help with decorations, dance, music, performances or any element of the
evening then please speak to Rozenn Himri on the Specialist Team.
The evening will include stalls, performances, games, food and activities. Students and classes will
be working hard to decorate different areas of the school themed by all the countries that make up
our school community.
Come along on June 19th
to share if you feel able to.

raditional food

CAMHS Coping Workshop
Camden Special Parents Forum would like to make you aware of an upcoming workshop they have
for parents or carers of a child with Special Needs.
The workshop has been developed by CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services)
specifically to support parents in dealing with the pressures of having a child with SEND.
It will take place on Thursday 20th June from 11-12.30pm at The Greenwood Centre, 37 Greenwood
Place, Kentish Town, NW5 1LB,
For more information and specific details of the content of this workshop please see the flyer at the
end of this newsletter.
School Photos Reminder
A reminder that on Friday 14th June we will have a school portrait photographer coming to the
school to take class, individual, family photos and any other groupings on request.

If you would like your child to be photographed please make sure you have signed and returned the
consent forms that went home in your home/school diaries. If you cannot find the form, please
contact your class team to request a new one.

Best wishes,
Monika Gaweda
Head of School

Catherine Shipton
Deputy Head of School

Dear Parents and Carers
School funding
We are Headteachers in Camden. Our schools serve very diverse communities and one thing we all
have in common is our determination to provide every child with the best possible education.
Over the last few years, this ambition has become more and more difficult to achieve. We are
struggling to make the money we get cover the costs of running our schools the way we want to.
Every year our bills go up but our income does not increase at the same rate, and in some cases
decreases.
In order to ensure that our schools do not go into debt, we have to make savings. All of us, over the
last few years, have had to reduce the amount we spend on staff and resources. This often means
that children are not able to access the kind of learning opportunities that they need and deserve.
Our staff teams are our most important resource and paying them is, quite rightly, the largest cost.
Many of us have had to stop recruiting new staff, and in some cases schools have had to make staff
redundant simply to balance our budgets.
The situation does
continue
to do everything we can to ensure that children do not suffer as a result of the financial situation.
We are writing to you to let you know that we need your support. We are not asking you for
donations, although our PTAs are vital in helping us financially. We are simply asking, as we
continue to struggle on, for your understanding, patience and support. Please write to your MP, local
councillor and local newspapers and tell them how much you
Signed
John Hayes
Gospel Oak

